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President Wilson and the Papacy 


We wonder how many of those who read the President’s 
immortal Fourth of July speech at Mount Vernon applied the 
rst of the four great purposes of the war to the Papacy. It 
was preceded by two paragraphs, of which the end of the 
first applied to the Papacy as much as to the Governments 
the Central Powers, who were referred to as “Govern- 
ments clothed with the strange trappings and the primitive 
authority of an age that is altogether alien and hostile to our 
n. The Past and Present are in deadly grapple and the 
peoples of the world are being done to death between them. 
“There can be but one issue. The settlement must be final. 
There can be no compromise. No half-way decision would 
tolerable. No half-way decision is conceivable. These are 
ends for which the associated peoples of the world are 


ighting and which must be conceded them before there can be 
eace? 





THE PROTESTANT REVIEW 


1. The destruction of every arbitrary power anywhere that 
can separately, secretly and of its single choice disturb the peace 
of the world; or, if it cannot be presently destroyed, at the least 
its reduction to virtual impotence, 

In the minds of many well qualified to judge, not only is 
the Papacy held to be a much greater peril to the world’s 
safety than either of the systems directly referred to, but it 
is considered their most willing and effective servant, work- 
ing by underground methods for the success of their cause 
—which is, of course, in the very nature of things, its own. 


The Real Papal Peril 


Our assertions that the real Papal Peril does not lie in “the 
Catholic vote” or even in the Federation of Catholic Societies, 
but in the number and importance of the strategical positions 
in public life held by catspaws of the Vatican, has been again 
confirmed by the visit of the Prince of Wales to the Pope, and, 
in this country, by the bamboozling of President Wilson and 
the Senate of the United States in the matter of the “Angelus” 
resolution, which will be dealt with at length next month. 

The visit of the Prince of Wales to the Vatican was really 
an insult to the Italian Government and nation, and that it was 
regarded as such in Rome is indicated by the London corre 
spondent of the Brooklyn Tablet, who says that Cardinal Bourne 
had, in an address to a branch of the Catholic Federation in 
London, protested against the action of the Italian censor in 
this matter, declaring that the correspondents were not allowed 
to mention the visit before it took place, and the newspapers 
were only allowed to allude to it cursorily after the event, while 
foreign correspondents were forced to go to Switzerland to send 
an account of it to their newspapers. 

Seeing that the Vatican has been the most active and bitter 
enemy of the Italian Government and the Italian nation ever 
since 1870, the only explanation of such an act on the part of 
the British Government is that it must be attributed to the 
sinister influence of Papal henchmen—or perhaps henchwomen 
—in high places. Fortunately, some people have been waked 
up, for the Tablet goes on to say: 
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The Church Association passed a resolution the other day 
condemning the Government for permitting the Prince’s visit. 
They declared all loyal subjects of the King deplore the unde- 
served deference thus shown to one whose authority is repudiated 
by the vast majority of the British people and “who is known 
to be in close fellowship with the enemy,” and they conclude 
that “the animosity towards our country and her Allies has be- 
come still more evident by the recent action of the Roman 
Church authorities in endeavoring to prevent recruiting in Ire- 
land, Canada, Australia and New Zealand.” 


Cardinals Try to Remedy Papal Deficiency 

The three American Cardinals have undoubtedly taken note 
of the effect on the American people, as a whole—not excluding 
their co-religionists—caused by the absence of any moral ele- 
ment in the Pope’s attitude towards the war throughout. This 
was emphasized by the despatches which described him as hav- 
ing recently knelt for two hours before a consecrated wafer 
in St. Peter’s Cathedral praying for “peace,” without any ref- 
erence to the triumph of right over wrong: They have there- 
fore issued an appeal to the Pope’s subjects in this country for 
prayer, in which this passage occurs: 





If we fight like heroes and pray like saints, soon will America overcome mere 
» by greater force and conquer lust of power by the nobler power of sacri- 
ind faith. 


















They are exhorted, moreover, to say daily three times the 
Angelus “for the guidance of our rulers, the success of our 
arms, the unity of the nations and the welfare of heroes.” The 
prayer part of the Angelus itself is addressed to the Virgin 
Mary and contains no reference to rulers, arms, nations or heroes. 


Jesuit Methods in Canada 


In our April issue was an allusion to “The Revenge of the 
Cradle” being fostered by the Jesuits and other Papal agents 
in Canada, and the following passage in a two-column article 
in The Christian Science Monitor (Boston), in its issue of July 
3, from its Winnipeg correspondent, throws light—both sinister 
and significant—upon the foresighted Papal methods adopted 
for the future subjugation of Canada: 
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“The bilingual teachers, who were always men, discouraged 
the daughters of these foreign peoples from seeking after an 
education. They approved of the girls marrying when they were 
mere children, and the educational advantages being reserved for 
the boys. The new order has improved the lot of the girls in 
these settlements, for the Canadian teacher represents a new idea 
—the equality of men and women in all things.” 


How the Pope Helped the Kaiser in Australia 

A Papal organ, published in Victoria, Australia, The Advo- 
cate, which calls itself “the recognized organ of the Roman 
Catholics of Victoria,” in its issue of May 25, in an editorial 
article says: 

“The Catholics of Australia, with but comparatively few 
exceptions, were opposed to conscription and in the patriotic 
Archbishop of Melbourne they had a leader who towered above 
all others in his opposition to the attémpt to enslave the free 
people of Australia. Yet how unavailing would his efforts 
have been if he had to rely solely on his own people as voters 
at the referendum! It was the powerful alliance between the 
Catholics and the democracy generally of Australia that swept 
the polls and defeated the efforts of the forces of reaction and 
capitalism. Sectarianism was used for all it was worth, but 
before this magnificent combination of democrats the voice of 
the people prevailed, and the sectarian serpent was effectually 
scotched.” The “democracy” of Australia seems to be made 
up largely of people who are as blind to the real character of 


the Papal system as almost the entire population of the 
United States. 


The “Tiger of France” Not Easily Caught 

The Christian Science Monitor, June 28, 1918, had a Paris 
despatch saying that Cardinal Lucon, Archbishop of Rheims, 
having recently written to President Poincaré, requesting offi- 
cial sanction for public intercession services, has received an 
answer from M. Clemenceau, stating that there is nothing to 
prevent citizens from assembling to attend such services, but 
that official participation of the Government in acts of worship 
is prohibited by law. “I highly appreciate,” adds M. Clemen- 
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ceau, “the high sentiments which have inspired your initiative.” 

It is not, difficult to imagine that M. Clemenceau gave a know- 
ing wink at his secretary as he dictated the sentence referred 
to as having been “added.” 


IN MEMORIAM: JAMES A. O’CONNOR 

On the twenty-fourth of July, 1911, the Rev. James A. 
(’Connor, founder and pastor of Christ’s Mission, passed to 
his reward from the building, 331 W. 57th Street, New York, 
his death resulting from injuries received in being run down 
hy a trolley car on the evening of the previous Monday while 
crossing Eighth Avenue at 58th Street. 

He has passed away, and it may also be said that the days 
in which he lived and worked for the Catholic people and the 
Protestants of America have passed away too, 


But though this is true, the value of his methods remains 
the same. Their first conspicuous feature was the plain setting 


forth of Gospel truth in the affirmative as. distinguished from 
the exposure and denunciation of error. This was equally in 
evidence in dealing with either congregations or individuals. 
\Vhen a priest called upon him, Father O’Connor’s first words 
on religion were an inquiry as to his visitor’s standing with 
God as an individual quite apart from any human organization, 
and the way of life through Christ, and Him alone, was plainly 
set forth. Unless the visitor raised some point of doctrine no 
controversial issue was even mentioned. 
THe PusBiic SERVICES. 

The same principle prevailed in the services in the chapel. 
lhe congregation always contained a number of Catholics, and 
as it was uncertain just how long any individual among them 
might remain, the opening hymn, comment on its message, and 
the opening prayer always contained an evangelical message 
especially addressed to their spiritual consciousness, although 
no mention was made of any doctrine. It must be remem- 
bered, in this connection, that many statements that are mere 
commonplaces to ordinary Protestant Christians are startling 
pieces of news to Catholics who hear them for the first time. 
Then came a brief address from a passage of Scripture. This 





198 THE PROTESTANT REVIEW 


was usually followed by a reference to current activities of the 
Roman hierarchy in public affairs or national politics in this or 
some other country. This feature of the services differentiated 
Christ’s Mission from any of the others in the city (in which 
it would have been out of place), and for many formed a spe- 
cial attraction. Conditions in France, Spain, Italy and other 
Catholic countries—especially in the first-named—afforded much 
opportunity for information that did not find its way into the 
daily papers. During the last twelve months there has never 
been time enough in the space allotted to refer fully to such 
current happenings, so numerous have -these been. After 
what might be termed the “secular” part of the service, 
however, there was usually a testimony meeting, when the 
remarks of converted Catholics and the language in which 
they referred to episodes in their past experience interested 
Protestants and sometimes created resentment among Catholic 
hearers. On such occasions the good-humored—and sometimes 
witty—remarks from the platform not only dissipated annoy- 
ance but actually served to drive home the point that had been 
made. 


Father O’Connor really loved the Catholic people and— 
one religious order excepted—he regarded the hierarchical 
agents of the Roman Curia as doing their duty as they saw it, 
having a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 

By his life and methods of work he afforded to the whole 
world demonstration not only of the possibility of success in 
working for the evangelization of the Roman Catholic people— 
which he often declared to be the most pressing and important 
form of missionary effort for the Church of Christ, but of the 
fruitful results that would follow their faithful adoption by 
those who had the Vision of this special harvest-field—now eve 
far more accessible and important than when he was called t 
his reward. 

IMPORTANT CHANGES IN THE PAPAL WorLD. 

Since Father O’Connor’s death two great and distinc: 
changes have taken place in the special field of work to whic! 
God has called Christ’s Mission and its workers. 

The first of these took place in the beginning of 1912, when 
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Cardinal Farley and Cardinal O’Connell returned from Rome 
ifter receiving the red hat from Pope Pius X. St. Patrick’s 
Day fell on a Sunday that year and on the following day a 
banquet took place in Boston, at which President Taft, Governor 
Foss and Cardinal O’Connell were to be the guests of honor. 

When the final programme was placed in the hands of 
Governor Foss he found that Cardinal O’Connell had been 
iccorded “precedence” over himself both as to the seating ar- 
angements and in the order of speakers—and promptly told 
the committee that as Governor of the Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts he refused to accord the precedence demanded for, 
f not by, the Cardinal, and told the committee that he would 
not attend the function. 


When the reason for his absence became known quite a 
umber of people all over the country began to “sit up and 
ike notice.” 

They took even more notice when on March 25 there ap- 
eared in the New York Tribune (and all the other papers 
erved by the syndicate) an article, entitled “The Status of 
Cardinals,” which claimed for priests of this rank the precedence 


ccorded to “princes of the blood.” The article went into the 
-ubject in considerable detail, saying, among other things, that 
King Edward VII had “inaugurated the present arrangement,” 
. which, according to the writer, a Cardinal would, in England, 
enjoy the pas of all the foreign ambassadors at the Court of 
“t. James, and therefore of the Archbishop of Canterbury, who 
takes precedence of the Lord High Chancellor, the Premier, 
e Lord High Constable, the Earl Marshal and of the other 
n-royal dukes. The writer then went on to claim for Cardinals 
(nbbons, Farley and O’Connell that at an official entertainment 
Washington they would “outrank every Cabinet officer, the 
peaker of the House and the Vice-President, as also the for- 
n ambassadors, coming immediately next to the Chief Magis- 
ite himself.” 
(So far as the reference to King Edward VII was con- 
cerned, I felt sure that it was one to which Colonel Roosevelt’s 
hort and ugly word” could be properly applied, so I wrote to 
e Lord Chamberlain at St. James’s Palace, London, enclosing 
cutting from the Tribune, and enquiring if the statement 
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were accurate. In due time I received a letter from Major the 
Hon. George Arthur Charles Crichton, saying: “The statement 
regarding precedence allotted to Cardinals in this country is 
incorrect, no special precedence having been assigned to them.’’) 

Various Papal organs supported the insolent claim so boldly 
set up, and the “waking up” effect on the American public in 
many sections of the country has not yet passed away. Some 


of the “patriotic” papers made good use of the matter, and one 


or two of them greatly increased their circulation and their 
spheres of influence. One result of their campaign was to 
arouse the curiosity of many Catholics who had never heard 
much, if anything, about such claims, and indeed, to make a 
good deal of trouble inside the Church. 

While there is no evidence of any relaxation of priestly 


activity among politicians and in the gaining of sinister influence 
in practically all departments of Federal, State and municipal 
government, the Papal agents now have to walk rather warily 
in respect both of citizens inside and owtside their Church, who 
are more or less strongly attached to American fundamentals, 
even when these are at variance with the essentials of Vaticanism. 

The second great change has been brought about by the war. 
Few things could be more fatal to the continuance of the power 
of the Roman priest over the laity than the mingling of Roman 
Catholic young men with men of all faiths—and no faith—in 
the military training camps. And, of course, the danger to these 
young men retaining “the faith” was greatly increased by the 
activities of such evangelical agencies as the Y. M. C. A. and 
the Salvation Army, to say nothing of the results of contact 
with Protestant chaplains of the regular denominations. Hence 
the enormous and costly efforts being put forth by the Knights 
of Columbus. 

3ut in spite of all that the Roman hierarchy can do, it is 
quite certain that few individuals, either priests or laymen, will 
come back from the front as “good” Catholics as when they 
answered the call. 

Among the soldiers there will be a great increase of ‘“Galli- 
canism,” if not of “liberality,” and the readiness to accept any 
doctrine or teaching merely because “the Church” says so, will 
be gone forever. 
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And many of the priests will come back changed men. Some 
will probably be really converted, because they will find their 
way to God in spite of the barriers.set up by the Vatican; 
others, having lost faith in such essential matters as their power 
to forgive sins, to transform the consecrated wafer into the 
actual body of Christ, will become Modernists, Unitarians or 
agnostics. 

In any case their whole mental attitude towards their eccle- 
siastical superiors and to the Church itself will be very different 
from that of the day when they said their first mass. 

As to Central and South America, it will be enough to say 
here that never before were those countries so open to the 
work of any agency that exerts. itself to spread the light of the 
(;ospel in those benighted countries. 


All of which goes to show the importance not only to this 
nation but to the whole Catholic world, not only of the work of 
Christ’s Mission, but of Christ’s Mission itself. 

THE PRESENT SITUATION. 

Some idea of the need for the work of Christ’s Mission and 

its nature and scope in diverse directions may be gained 

m four incidents that have occurred since the preparation 

our last number. 

1. We have received a letter from the “Generous Protestant 

ristian,’ who gave $1,000 to the Knights of Columbus in 

larch, because he felt his responsibility for the souls of our 

tholic soldiers—and to whom we published an open letter in 

May issue—in which he says, among other things: “The 

‘rotestant Church is subject to no danger more malignant than 

partisanship of such narrow-minded and bigoted members 
are represented in the so-called Protestant Review. 

I cannot refrain from expressing shame at your comment on a 
service I only wish to Heaven were many times as great.” 


This letter naturally adds to the perplexity of those who may 
try to understand the mental attitude of this generous contribu- 
tor to the Knights of Columbus fund. As there is no such 
entity as “the Protestant Church”—or in fact anything at all that 


could be even approximately so described—one wonders whether 
M 


“John Smith” belongs to any recognized denomination; 
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while the tone as well as the phrasing of the letter go to pre- 
clude the idea of membership in any independent evangelical 
body. The most serious aspect of the matter is that this gentle- 
man is but a type of tens of thousands of good-hearted, gener- 
ous, open-handed American gentlemen who are so willing—not 
to say eager—to do good to their fellow citizens that they fall 
an easy prey to the cunningly devised appeals made to them by 
official representatives of a politico-religious organization that 
is the most deadly foe in existence of all civil and religious lib- 
erty, in this country and every other. 

2. We have received a letter from a priest in the Philippines, 

who came for a short time under the influence of Father 
O’Connor eighteen years ago. ~He did not, however, leave the 
Church, and a few years later was ordained a priest. The 
letter indicates that his sympathies with the Filipinos as against 
their clerical oppressors got him into serious trouble with his 
superiors, and he gives names of person§ and places, with dates, 
connected with characteristic Roman methods of persecution 
He is in a position of much difficulty and writes for advice as 
to what he shall do. The letter is not an easy one to answer, 
and so far as we know Christ’s Mission is the only place in the 
United States to which it could have appropriately been sent 
This priest, also, is doubtless more or less a type of many mor 
in Catholic countries. 
5, 1918, a resolution was introduced in the 
Senate of the United States and adopted unanimously, the effect 
of which, if carried to its logical conclusion, would be to mak: 
the President of the United States prescribe a purely Papal form 
of prayer to be offered every day at noon by the entire popula- 
tion of this country. It will be more fully dealt with in om 
next issue. 


3. On July 


4. The success of Papal intrigues in Great Britain and in 
Portugal is seen in the visit of the Prince of Wales to the Pope, 
and in the announcement that Portugal is likely to renew dip- 
lomatic relations with the Vatican. We may expect strenuous 
efforts here to induce our rulers to send an official representative 
to Rome in a similar capacity to that now temporarily occu- 
pied by Count de Salis on behalf of Great Britain. In this 
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direction probably lies the explanation of the support of the 
United States in the war by the Papal agents in this country. 

5. A special cable from Rome to the New York Times, dated 
July 12, said, “The Pope has now succeeded in establishing for 
the first time diplomatic relations with China. Pope Benedict 
thus continues to give his pontificate the prevalent political char- 
acter, imitating the great master under whom he worked, Pope 
Leo XIII, who centred all his efforts upon having diplomatic 
relations with all countries, even non-Catholic ones and Russia, 
wherewith the Papacy had no relations for twenty-eight years. 

“One of the greatest ambitions of Leo was to have represen- 
tatives of England and America. Regarding the latter, he 
thought he had almost succeeded, when William H. Taft, former 
Governor of the Philippines, was sent here as envoy plenipo- 
tentiary to negotiate the question of the friar lands.” 

This is by no means all that could be said, but our space 
Ss gone. 

The conclusion of the whole matter is that, face to face with 
present conditions in this country and in other lands—the Cen- 
tral and South American countries particularly—Christ’s Mis- 
sion was never presented with so many opportunities and con- 
fronted with such numerous and heavy responsibilities. And 
it the same time it cannot be said that its resources are equal 
to the occasion. We therefore boldly call upon all our friends 
not only to come up, themselves, “to the help of the Lord against 
he mighty” as they have never done before, but to use all their 
influence in every possible manner and direction to increase the 
circle of its influence and the success of its efforts. T.C. M. 


TWO AMERICAN “PRINCES OF THE CHURCH” 
The New York Times Book Review, July 14, 1918, contains 
lengthy review of a biography of “John Cardinal McCloskey, 
irst Prince of the Church in America,” by Cardinal Farley. 
he appearance of His Eminence in the field of literature will 
uubtless prove an agreeable surprise to his admirers, for the 
-uccessful features of his career in the Church have mostly been 
connected with other lines of activity. The review is written 
Dr. Slattery, Rector of Grace Church, New York City, who 
mentions that the name of the architect of St. Patrick’s Cathe- 
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dral, James Renwick, “is strangely misspelled in the memoir.” 
In another paragraph we are told, in reference to the Vatican 
Council of 1870, that “the two American Bishops who declared 
against the infallibility in itself were Kendrick, of St. Louis, 
and Purcell, of Cincinnati.” It isnot quite clear whether this 
statement is original by the reviewer or taken from the book 
itself. In any case, it seems to be inaccurate, for Dr. Robert J. 
Nevin, rector of the American Church in Rome, says in a 
preface to the Report of Union Conferences, held at Bonn, 
1875, under the presidency of Dr. von Dollinger, that “when 
the late vote was cast in the public session of the Vatican Coun- 
cil on the fatal 18th of July, 1870, it appeared that all the oppo- 
sition bishops had deserted their posts save two, who alone 
dared to record before the world their vote against the new 
dogma,” and in a footnote states that they were Riccio of 
Cajazzo, and Fitzgerald, of Little Rock. This book appeared 
in 1876. To Dr. Slattery it is “disappointing” to find the Arch- 
bishop eager to restore the Pope’s Temporal Power, which would 
suggest that the learned rector has probably forgotten the terms 
of the oath taken by all Cardinals when they receive the red hat. 
The biographer has, in the reviewer’s opinion, been too free in 
the use of superlatives, and “there is perhaps too much em 
phasis, from title page to index, placed upon the fact that in 
becoming a Cardinal, John McCloskey became a Prince of the 
Church.” To a less spiritual mind the first thought is that in 
writing one word for the deceased prelate Cardinal Farley has 
written two for himself. And on at least two occasions he has 
taken what might be called overt action to establish his claim 
as a “Prince of the Church.” 

The first of these was in January, 1912, when the Boston 
Post, Feb. 3, published a communication from New York, Jan. 
26, stating that the Duke of Connaught (brother of the late 
King Edward VII and uncle of King George V) had left New 
York without meeting Cardinal Farley, who had been invited 
to two of the festivities given in the Duke’s honor while the 
guest of the Hon. Whitelaw Reid. It was said that “questions 
of etiquette and personal feeling formed the ground of Cardi- 
nal Farley’s action. The point of etiquette lay in the custom 
of submitting to royalty beforehand the names of all prospective 
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guests at functions which royalty is to grace. As an American 
citizen and as a spiritual prince it was thought that Cardinal 
Farley’s presence should not be made subject to the approval 
or disapproval of an English temporal Prince.” 

The second time was on October 31, 1912, when the entire 
Twentieth Regiment, United States Infantry, and its band were 
turned out to escort Cardinal Farley from the railroad depot 
at Salt Lake City to the Hotel Utah. The regiment received 
its orders from Major-General Murray at San Francisco, in 
response to a request from Senator Smoot, of Utah. Upon his 
return, at a dinner at the Catholic Club, the Cardinal told his 
hearers that the members of that body had been largely respon- 
sible for the manner in which he had been received on his 
Western visit. The Inter-Mountain Catholic, November 9, 1912, 
expatiated on the incident thus: 

“Cardinal Farley came to Salt Lake City as the representa- 
tive of a sovereign whose spiritual sway extends over upwards 
of 300,000,000 of people; a sovereign whose dominions are not 
defined by the lines of any one country, but are limited only by 
the broad canopy that encircles the earth. * * The clergy of 
the Catholic Church are the invisible spiritual officers of the 
Government, and entitled to high rank in the nation’s roll of 
honor. Cardinal Farley is no exception to this class.” 

So it is quite evident that Cardinal Farley places a good deal 
of emphasis on being a Prince of the Church himself. 


THE WORLD’S DEBT TO ITALY 
In the New York Evening Sun, July 1, 1918, appeared the 
following poem by Percy Waxman, under the caption, “Viva 
Italia!” : 
It makes me sad as well as tired 
To hear some pompous, uninspired 
Neighbor tell me that the Wops 
Have done quite well in the recent fray 
And dole out praise in a feeble way 
In little, grudging, wordy drops. 


These men he slightingly calls Wops 
Have one clear aim that overtops 
The mountain heights on which they fight; 
For three whole years they've helped to keep our vow 
That Freedom's blessed flame shall stay alight. 
Can we permit a slight upon them now? 
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How would we feel if in some alien land 
The people there so failed to understand 
Our aspirations that they judged 
Our nation by the man who digs and delves; 
And when it came to higher things begrudged 
To look on us as equal with themselves? 


It certainly is time for us to stop 
Bestowing names like “Guinea,” “Dago,” ‘“Wop” 
Upon these stalwart sons of Italy. 
Come, let us cease and make amends 
For our past lack of courtesy 
And hail them only Allies! Brothers! Friends! 


The point is well taken. 

And the more we look into the facts of the case the greater 
appears the necessity for us to “make amends,” so far as lies 
in our power, as individuals. 

So far as this war is concerned, this nation owes a huge 
debt of gratitude to the Italian Government in respect of the 
following matters, as set forth by the Hon. William Potter, 


former Ambassador to Italy, in the Philadelphia Public Ledger, 
June 25, 1918: 


« 


1. In August, 1913, Austria sounded Italy as to her receiv- 
ing support at that time in a war with Serbia. Francis Joseph 


received a flat denial and a reminder that the Triple Alliance 
was purely defensive. 


2. In July, 1914, after the assassination of the Archduke 


Franz Ferdinand, Italy appealed to England not to disperse the 
Grand Fleet that had been assembled for parade review in 
English waters. 


‘ 


3. In August, 1914, on the eve of war, Italy notified France 
that she could move every soldier from the Italian frontier. 
This made it possible for France to rush all that part of her 
army to meet the Germans at the Marne. 

So far as the United States is concerned, where should we 
have been to-day if the English fleet had been so scattered as 
to allow of the German fleet getting out into the North Sea and 
British waters, or the French, because a large part of her army 
had to watch her southeastern frontier, had been unable to stop 
the Germans at the Marne? 

There can be little doubt, either, that the King of Italy could 
have received large territorial acquisitions had he joined the 
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Central Powers in the destruction of France and England, and 
the carrying out of the Mitteleuropa scheme. 

But these services of Italy to the United States first, and 
secondarily to Liberty and Civilization the world over, are less 
than the boon she conferred on every country of the globe by 
the capture of Rome on the glorious Twentieth of September, 
1870, and the subsequent destruction of the Temporal Power 
of the Pope. 


The last stanza of the foregoing poem reminded us of a story 
told by the late Bishop Potter, of New York, that Father O’Con- 
nor used to tell in his inimitable way. It ran thus: 

Bishop Potter said that one of his rectors up the State, on 
returning home one morning from paying a pastoral visit, met 
an Italian pedlar making a hasty retreat from his gate, while his 
cook, having ceased pursuit, was standing on the sidewalk hurl- 
ing opprobrious epithets at the departing foreigner, one of which 
was the word “dago.” 

When he reached the scene of action, the clergyman said to 
the cook, among other things: “Well, Bridget, I am surprised 
that you should call that man a ‘dago,’ because if he is a ‘dago,’ 
your Pope is a ‘dago’ too, because he is an Italian.” 

“You don’t say so!” she replied, in amazement; “I always 
thought that the Pope was an Irishman!” 

Father O’Connor enjoyed telling this story the more because 
he was under the impression that on one occasion Bishop Potter 
had told it in the presence of Archbishop Corrigan. 


CONCERNING SCAPULARS 

On page 190 of our June issue appeared a reprint of a 
department-store advertisement offering certain articles for the 
use of Roman Catholic soldiers, the contents of which included 
“a scapular medal, whieh takes the place of the scapular.” The 
tollowing authoritative statements regarding that item of Papal 
uperstition may be of interest to Protestants and informatory 
to some Catholics : 

In the Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. XIII, no fewer than five 
pages are devoted to the word “Scapular” and the various ob- 
jects represented by it. 
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With regard to the “small” scapulars, it is said (p. 510) 
that they “consist essentially of two quadrilateral segments of 
woolen cloth (about two and three-quarter inches long, by two 
inches wide), connected with each other by two strings or bands 
in such a manner that, when the bands rest on the shoulders, the 
front segment rests before the breast, while the other hangs down 
an equal distance at the back. * * The material of these two 
essential parts of the scapular must be of woven wool; the 
strings or bands may be of any material, and of any one color. * * 

“Only at the original reception of any scapular is either 
the blessing or the investment with such by an authorized priest 
necessary. When a person needs a new scapular he can put on 
an unblessed one. * * To share in the indulgence and privi- 
leges of a scapular, one must wear it constantly; it may be worn 
over or under one’s clothing and may be laid aside for a short 
time, if necessary. Should one have ceased wearing the scapu- 
lar for a long period (even through indifference) one gains none 
of the indulgences during this time, but, by simply resuming the 
scapular, one again participates in the indulgences, privileges, 
etc. “Every scapular, which is not merely an object of private 
devotion (for there are also such), but is also provided with an 
indulgence, must be approved by the ecclesiastical authorities, 
and the formula of blessing must be sanctioned by the Congre- 
gation of Rites. 

THE SCAPULAR MEDALS. 

“Since 1910 and the regulation of the Holy Office of 16th 
December of that year (Acta Apost. Sedis, III, 22 sq.) it is 
permitted to wear, instead of one or more of the small scapu- 
lars, a single medal of metal. This medal must have on one 
side a representation of Jesus Christ with His Most Sacred 
Heart and on the other any image of the Mother of God. All 
persons who have been validly invested with a blessed woolen 
scapular may replace such by this medal. The medal must be 
blessed by a priest possessing the faculty to bless and invest 
with the scapular or scapulars, which the medal is to replace. 
The faculties to bless these medals are subject to the same con- 
ditions and limitations as the faculties to bless and invest with 
the corresponding scapulars.” 

On page 511 we read that the Scapular of Our Lady of 
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Mount Carmel is the best known, most celebrated and most 
widespread of the small scapulars. It is spoken of as “the Scapu- 
lar,” and the “feast of the Scapular” is that of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel on 16th July. It is probably the oldest scapular 
and served as the prototype of the others. According to a pious 
tradition the Blessed Virgin appeared to St. Simon Stock at 
Cambridge, England, on Sunday, 16th July, 1251. In answer to 
his appeal for help she appeared to him with a scapular in her 
hand and said: “Take, beloved son, this scapular of thy order 
is a badge of my confraternity and for thee and all Carmelites 
| special sign of grace; whoever dies in this garment will not 
suffer everlasting fire. It is the sign of salvation, a safeguard 
in dangers, a pledge of peace and of the covenant.” 

(On p. 800 of the same volume we learn, in an article on St. 
Simon Stock that the Virgin Mary gave the saint some practical 
idvice, presumably at the same interview, telling him to apply 
oldly to Pope Innocent IV for protection against the opposi- 
tion experienced by the Carmelites from the secular clergy and 
lso from the other Orders. The saint naturally followed the 
dvice received from so high a quarter, with the result that 
ope Innocent IV issued a Papal Letter of the desired tenor, 
trom Perugia, under date of 13th January, 1252. This article 
lso quotes the Virgin Mary (on the authority of Johannes 
(rrossi, about 1430), as saying to the Carmelite prior, as she 
vave him the scapular, “Hoc erit tibi et cunctis Carmelitis privi- 

yium, in hoc habitu moriens salvabitur.” “This shall be the 
ivilege for you and all Carmelites that anyone dying in this 


habit shall be saved.” “On account of this great privilege many 
stinguished Englishmen, such as King Edward II, Henry, Duke 
' Lancaster, and many others of the nobility secretly wore 
lam portaverunt) the Carmelite scapular under their clothing 
d died with it on.” We are also told that “the brotherhood 
gards this as its chief privilege that anyone who dies wearing 
e scapular is not eternally lost;” also that the “scapular” re- 


ierred to by Grossi was not the small scapular, but the habit 
| the Order.) 

“This tradition (p. 511), however, appears in such a pre- 
cise form for the first time in 1642, when the words of the 
lessed Virgin were given in a circular of St. Simon Stock, 
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which he is said to have dictated to his companion, secretary 
and confessor, Peter Swanyngton.” 

Then comes an illuminating specimen of Roman Catholic 
consiructive theology: 

“Although it has now been sufficiently shown that this tes- 
timony cannot be supported by historical documents, still its 
general content remains a reliable pious tradition; in other 
words, it is credible that St. Simon Stock was assured in a 
supernatural manner of the special protection of the Blessed 
Virgin for his whole order and for all who should wear the 
Carmelite habit; that the Blessed Virgin also promised him to 
grant special aid, especially in the hour of death, to those who 
in holy fidelity wore this habit in her honor throughout life, so 
that they should be preserved from hell. And, even though 
there is here no direct reference to the members of the scapular 
confraternity, indirectly the promise is extended to all who from 
devotion to the Mother of God should wear her habit or badge, 
like true Christians, until death, and be thus, as it were, affil- 
iated to the Carmelite Order. (Italics ours.) 

We are told, farther down on p. 511, that even if “we admit 
that the small scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel origi- 
nated even as late as the sixteenth century” “the above promise, 
which is designated the first privilege of the Carmelite Scapular, 
remains unimpaired,” and that “whoever, therefore, even though 
he be now a sinner, wears the badge of the Mother of God 
throughout life as her faithful servant, not presumptuously 
relying on the scapular as on a miraculous amulet, but trust- 
fully confiding in the power and goodness of Mary, may securel) 
hope that Mary will, through her powerful and motherly inter- 
cession procure for him all the necessary graces for true con- 
version and for perseverance in good.” 

It appears that there is also another privilege connected 
with this Scapular—the so-called “Sabbatine Privilege,” which 
obtains “Mary’s motherly assistance” for her servants after 
death, if they have filled certain conditions. 

On p. 289 of the same volume we read that the name Sab 
batine Privilege is derived from the apocryphal Bull Sacratis 
simo uti culmine of John XXII, 3d March, 1322. In this Bull 
the Pope is made to declare that the Mother of God appeared 
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to him and most urgently recommended to him the Carmelite 
Order and its confratres and consosores. The Blessed Virgin 
asked that, John, as Christ’s representative on earth, should 
ratify the indulgences which He had already granted in heaven 
(a plenary indulgence for the members of the Carmelite Order, 
and a partial indulgence, remitting the third part of the tem- 
poral punishment due to their sins, for the members of the 
confraternity); she herself would graciously descend on the 
Saturday (Sabbath) after their death and liberate and conduct 
to heaven all who were in Purgatory. * * At the end of the 
Bull the Pope declares: “Jstam ergo sanctam Indulgentiam 
accepto, roboro et in terris confirmo, sicut, propter merita 
l"irginis Matris, gratiose Jesus Christus concessit in calis” 
(‘This holy indulgence I therefore accept; I confirm and ratify 
it on earth, just as Jesus Christ has graciously granted it in 
heaven on account of the merits of the Virgin Mother’). 

On p. 290 it is said that “it is especially required of all who 
wish to share in the privilege that they faithfully preserve 
their chastity, and recite devoutly each day the Little Hours of 
the Blessed Virgin. Persons who cannot read must (instead 
of reciting the Little Hours) observe all the fasts prescribed 
by the Church, as they are kept in their home diocese or place 
of residence and must, in addition, abstain from flesh meat 
on all Wednesdays and Saturdays of the year, except when 
Christmas falls on one of these days.” 


The authentic list of indulgences, privileges and indults of 


the Scapular Confraternity of Mount Carmel was last approved 
D\ 


the Congregation of Indulgences, 4th July, 1908. 


In the “Sunday Visitor,” May 2, 1915, we find the following 
among the answers to correspondents. It requires very little 
imagination to guess the nature of the question to which it 
forms a reply: 

“Y. Y. Y.—1, You might mention that you deceived your 
ghbor in a little business transaction. 2, As it was only an 
insignificant transaction you need not inform the purchaser, 
and can make amends in some other way.” 


Truly a curious sidelight on the ethical standards of the 
Roman Church. 
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The Gospel in the Douay (Catholic) Bible 


The copy of the Bouay Bible used here was 
published by John Murphy Company, Publish- 
ers, Baltimore, Nem York, Printers to the Boly 
See. Bt bears the “Approbation” of Cardinal 
Gibbons, dated “Baltimore, Sept. 1, 1899," in 
which His Eminence describes it as “an accurate 
reprint of the Rheims and Bonay, edition.” 


“Search the Scriptures, for you think 
in them ta have life everlasting; and the 
same are they that give testimony of me.”— 
Jahn v, 39. 


THe CoNSTANT PROTECTION OF Gop. 

“For though I should walk in the midst of the shadow of death, I will fear 

no evils, for thou art with me. Thy rod and thy staff, they have comforted me 
Psalm xxii (Dominus regit me), 4. 

The Psalm from which this is taken is the twenty-third in 
the King James Version, and whether intentionally or not on the 
part of the translators, the whole Psalm does not convey any- 
thing like the idea of the continual presence and sufficiency of 
the divine protection as is conveyed in the King James Version. 

This topic has been suggested by a department-store adver- 
tisement in a New York paper, June 8, 1918, of a “booklet” for 
Catholic soldiers, “containing a Happy Death Crucifix with gilt 
figure: a gilt Scapular Medal and 16-page booklet of prayers, 
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with Identification Card and Indulgence Prayer before a Cru- 
cifix;” and a pocketbook for Catholics everywhere, “contains 
three concealed pockets that hold a Scapular Medal which takes 
the place of a Scapular; a St. Christopher Medal which protects 
the traveler, and a Pardon Crucifix which imparts a Plenary In- 
dulgence at the moment of death.” At the top of the column 
in which these goods are advertised is a “standing head”—“We 
Sell Dependable Merchandise at Prices Lower than any Other 
Store, but for Cash Only.” 


In view of the character of the “Dependable Merchandise” 
in question, no one can complain that 68 cents for one of these 
articles, complete, and 84 cents for the other, are excessive 
prices to pay. 

Without referring here to the different religious trinkets of- 
fered or their supposed virtues, let it be said that such articles 
are totally unnecessary and that there is not a Catholic soldier 
or sailor or marine in the service of the Government who can- 
not live every day in the consciousness that God is with him 
wherever he goes, that his sins are forgiven and that if he is 
killed in battle he will at once go to be with Christ, “which is 
far better.” 

There is no such thing as a happy death crucifix, a scapular, 
a scapular medal, an indulgence prayer, a St. Christopher medal 
or a happy death crucifix mentioned once in the whole Douay 
Bible, or any object of even a remotely similar character. 


The point emphasized now is that the Catholic Bible con- 
tains abundant evidence that God is both willing and able to be 
with every man and woman on earth who puts his or her faith 
in Him and keeps in close enough touch with Him to receive 
the benefit of the promises scattered all through the Bible for 
the help and comfort of all who make them their own. 

Let us look at a few that are specially applicable to soldiers 
at the front: 


For this shall every one that is holy pray to thee in a season- 
able time. And yet in a flood of many waters, they shall not 
come nigh unto him.—Psalm xxxi, 6. 

Many are the scourges of the sinner, but mercy shall encom- 
pass him that hopeth in the Lord.—Psalm xxxi, 10. 
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Fear not, for I am with thee: turn not aside, for I am thy 
God: I have strengthened thee, and have helped thee, and the 
right hand of my just one hath upheld thee.—Isaias xli, 10. 

Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find the men that resist 
thee: they shall be as nothing: and as a thing consumed the 
men that war against thee. 

For I am the Lord thy God, who take thee by the hand, and 
say to thee: Fear not, I have helped thee.—Isaias xli, 12, 13. 

Verse 17 of the same chapter says: 

The needy and the poor seek for waters, and there are none: 
their tongue hath been dry with thirst. I the Lord will hear 
them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them. 

When thou shalt pass through the waters, I will be with thee, 
and the rivers shall not cover thee: when thou shalt walk in the 
fire, thou shalt not be burnt, and the flames shall not burn in thee. 
For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour. 
—Isaias xliii, 2, 3. 

Jesus said, Matthew xxviii, 20: ‘ 

Behold I am with you all days even to the consummation of 
the world. 

These promises of God, which are written down for the 
benefit of all who will accept them for their own, are worth in- 
finitely more to any Catholic, whether in the services or not, 
than all the scapulars, scapular medals and crucifixes that were 
ever made—however “dependable” they may be as “mer- 
chandise.” 


And the man who carries them in his heart and puts his 
trust in them need not spend even the modest sum asked to 
have the other articles in his pocket. 


God loves every Catholic in the world as an individual, and 
to all those who come unto Him through Jesus Christ, who is the 
ONLY Mediator, turning away from all that he feels to be sin, 
according to the light of his own conscience—not measured by 
the man-made standards of any “Church” or any other man- 
He will give the consciousness that He has been reconciled to 
him through the Blood of Christ shed on Calvary—once for all. 
More than that, He will give him the consciousness that he has 
been transformed from a sin-dominated rebel against the Divine 
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Government into a loving, trustful, happy child, a member of 
the family of which Jesus Christ is the Elder Brother. 

And then he shall prove in his own experience the truth of 
the promise in Psalm xxviii, 10: 

The Lord will give his strength to his people: the Lord will 
bless his people with peace. 


HOW WE LIVE * * * AND DIE * * * IN COLOMBIA 


BY MAUDE NEWELL WILLIAMS. 
(Continued from page 181 in our June issue.) 

It was evening. The scorching day dragged its weary length 
through the endless hours until at last the fiery sun had gone 
out with a final blaze of power and had left tortured plant and 
animal life a brief breathing space. 

The missionary remarked, as he entered from one of his 
frequent calls at the doomed hut, “She will not last until morning.” 

A heavy silent heat pressed us down. A restlessness pervaded 
the atmosphere. It was very still; yet as we sat at our desks 
we could not hold our fagged brains to the tasks demanded 
of them. 

Suddenly out upon the waiting air burst the shriek of many 
women’s voices. It struck our strained nerves like the crash of 
the bow upon the stretched strings of an untuned violin, in a 
great agony of discord. Not twenty-five feet from us, across 
that street, the woman lay dead. 

All that hideous night, upon the suffocating air, came the 
hopeless wail, broken by sudden shrieking, as the woman’s friends 
did what was expected of them. There is something so wild 
ind savage, so utterly hopeless, in these death laments that the 
strongest nerves shiver and quiver at the horror of them, like 
a slave under the lash. 

In Bogota rude coffins are kept for rent, their contents being 
removed at the grave, the coffin returned to the undertaker, to 
be used again and again. In our city the poor use no coffins. A 
corpse is not arrayed for burial. Usually the one garment, serv- 
ing both day and night, is the only clothing possessed by one 
of this class. The feet never know shoes. Unwashed, uncov- 
ered, the body is laid upon rough poles bound together with the 
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fica, from which rope is sometimes made, and carried by two 
ragged, dirty peons, who trot, trot, trot as rapidly as possible to 
the cemetery. Why is not a sheet, at least, stretched over the 
corpse? Who has a sheet? How can one be obtained? All the 
money it is possible for the friends to beg or to borrow must be 
given at the cemetery to secure the opening of the great gates, 
to be permitted an entrance between the high walls enclosing the 
burying-ground. There is no pretence of a prayer or a service 
at either the home or the grave. 

One golden Sabbath morning, shortly after our arrival in this 
city, while as yet we had no house, no place-for public worship, 
we wandered out to the park. The giant mango-trees stretched 
out their huge arms and reached down to shield us from the 
insolent glare of the sun; the air was soft and melting beneath 
their shadows. 

“What is enclosed by those high white walls across the park ?” 
I asked. “The cemetery,” replied the missionary. 

‘But quite in the centre of the city, and with houses pressed 
close against it?” “Even so.” 

“The gates stand wide open. People are passing in and out.” 
“Yes, this is the visiting hour for each week. Would you care 
to enter?” 

It is like all Latin burial-places, only more so, because in all 
the 200 years of the city’s existence it has been given no space 
in which to expand. The high enclosing walls serve as tombs, 
being blocked off into apertures, two feet wide, a foot high, 
with a length equal to the thickness of the wall—seven or eight 
feet. On these shelves the bodies are deposited and the openings 
are sealed. Up and down through the enclosed space run simi- 
lar walls, twelve to thirteen feet deep, where interment is made 
from either side. These vaults are apportioned by the priests. to 
those who are able to pay a monthly rental. At the end of a 
period of years—it is six years in Bogota—the bodies are re- 
moved from the vaults and cast into the bone heap. The ceme- 
tery is again ready to be filled. 


Far more than one-half of the inhabitants of the city are 
poverty-stricken—practically destitute. What can they do? 

I would not dare to say (for who could believe it?), even 
though I knew, which I do not, what may be the dimensions of 
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the little plat of ground lying behind the vaults, well within the 
walls and so blessed, where the poor are buried in the ground. 
Suffice to say, it is pitifully small, disgracefully small, when one’s 
imagination brings before him the long, crowded line of wretched 
poor who have thronged the streets of this city for two centu- 
ries. They have all been buried in this tiny plot. 







The peaceful Sabbath of our visit we found two men dig- 
ging graves, one after the other, as close together as was possible, 
each a foot deep. Already seven or eight of them were finished, 
waiting to be filled that day. No family plat? Why should there 
be, when there exists no real family life among this class? 

The two men dug on as we stood watching them. With 
every spadeful of dirt thrown from the shallow holes they tossed 
up human bones. Five skulls with long, flowing hair lay at 
our feet. 




























“How often do you dig over this ground?” the missionary 
asked the men. 

“One time in each of the years, at least, Se or,” 
indifferent answer. 


was the 


The plague spread like wild-fire over a parched prairie. Who 
wonders, remembering the meat-flecked cans at the side of the 
dying woman and the hordes of flies? Death, and the shadow 
of death, hung a black pall over the city. All places of amuse- 
ment were closed, not as a precaution—none was ever taken 
against the spread of the disease—but because there was no 
“familia” that was not in mourning and thus no one to attend 
any scene of gaiety. 

Here and there the grim reaper made his choice, without 
reason, in spite of all counting of beads or attendance upon 
mass. Miserable, naked, starved children, groveling in the filth 
of the streets, escaped. From the homes of wealth treasured, 
carefully tended sons were snatched, and loving parents’ hearts 
turned as desolate as the sands of Sahara. Here an old man 
fell, as at a sudden blow; there a young woman fought on for 
days, with screams and groans, in agony inexpressible. 

The amber fluid from France, with which life was pro- 
onged and in a few instances snatched back from the relentless 
enemy, was exhausted. A messenger was sent on a swift, sure 
mule to bring more from Bogota. Could he make it, barring 
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accident, there and back in fifteen days? Log bridges would be 
in position, fords crossable, the trail firm, for it was the dry 
season, had been dry season for many cruel months. The in- 
satiable sun had already drunk up most mountain streams, and 
lakes had become putrid and offensive. 

The light of each despairing day brought heat more amazing. 
All verdure was long ago dead and dry. Swarms of locusts, 
whose darkening flight occasionally obscured the merciless sun’s 
glare, had stripped the trees of leaves. There they stood, those 
great gaunt trunks, ugly in their nakedness, an unaccustomed 
sight in the land that knows no frost—a gruesome sight that 
deeply affected the superstitious people. 

Could the courier reach Bogota and return in fifteen days? 
God grant it! We talked of little else. 

“It is the fifteenth day since that Don Luis left us for Bogota. 
He should be here even now. A son of Don Pardo Sanchez and 
the Setora Isabel feels himself sick. They are insane of anxiety, 
but all their money cannot save them their child.” These re- 
marks ran around the neighorhood that stifling morning, and 
everyone sent up a prayer that the bright little Pacho Sanchez 
might be spared to his adoring parents, that the messenger might 
arrive that day, before it was too late. 

Night fell—a warm, clinging darkness that you were wild to 
spring up and push away from you; a soft, pressing, intangible 
thing that you could not fight, vet which slowly sapped your 
strength, left you inert, despondent. And no Don Luis. 

Light broadened in the East. The merciless sun shot up from 
a blazing couch to pour his fiery darts upon us through the 
dragging hours of another unbearable day. Not a breath of air 
stirred. Little Pacho, the nine-year-old son of Don Pardo, 
writhed in the torture of the sickness. And no Don Luis! 

“Send a sure rider on my best, swiftest thoroughbred,” or 
dered Don Pardo. “Let him go to meet Don Luis and bring 
the remedy. He must bring it to-day, be the distance and the 
sacrifice what it may.” 

Thus the close of that blistering day found the doctors making 
injections of the precious fluid. In Pacho’s case it was in vain. 
The poor boy was gone before the mocking sun had again hur- 
ried around to view his work. 
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Poor, frantic Se ora Isabel lifted her voice in shriek after 
shriek, until at last she could no longer force a sound from her 
swollen lips. She tore out her hair and rent her clothing. She 
refused to see any of the six children, one a tiny babe, that 
remained to her. 

“Take them away—anywhere! I never wish to see any of 
them again. Since God will not let me have Pacho, let Him look 
after the others.” 


That same afternoon the interment took place. The little 
white coffin was buried in roses and magnolia blossoms from 
homes where water had been expended to keep the flowers alive. 
Schoolmates of Pacho carried the coffin to the cemetery, and 
men, the most prominent in the city, walked behind, with their 
hats in their hands. No woman’s face was seen in that line. 
No prayer or discourse was offered at any time, but Don Pardo 
paid $200 into the coffers of the Church to have a requiem 
sung next day. 

(To be continued.) 


TESTAMENTS FOR ROMAN CATHOLIC SOLDIERS 

The Philadelphia Public Ledger, March 18, 1918, said: “The 
\merican Bible Society has arranged with the Paulist Press for 
the distribution of Douay Testaments among Catholic soldiers 
and sailors. Free copies of the Douay Army and Navy New 
Testament for Catholic young men are being furnished by the 
Chaplains’ Aid Association of New York. Owing to the large 
numbers of Catholic young men in the army and navy there is 
a large demand.” 


Now, Pope Leo XIII (to mention only one Pope who was 
very naturally opposed to Catholics reading the Bible) said that 
it had been clearly shown by experience that more harm than 
utility is caused by the Holy Bible in the vernacular, so we 
can imagine that he would be very angry with these Paulist 
fathers if he knew that they had been any party to even an 
arrangement to distribute the Scriptures in the English lan- 
guage to Catholic soldiers. Here are the exact words of the 
Constitution Officiorum ac Munerum, 189%, as found on pp. 
112-113 of “Great Encyclical Letters of Pope Leo XIII,” “Gen- 
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eral Decrees Concerning the Prohibition and Censorship of 
Books.” Paragraphs seven and eight read thus: 

“As it has been clearly shown by experience that, if the 
Holy Bible in the vernacular is generally permitted without any 
distinction, more harm than utility is thereby caused, owing to 
human temerity: all versions in the vernacular, even by Catho- 
lics, are altogether prohibited, unless approved by the Holy See, 
or published, under the vigilant care of the Bishops, with anno- 
tations taken from the Fathers of the Church and learned 
Catholic writers. 

“All versions of the Holy Bible, in any vernacular language, 
made by non-Catholics are prohibited; and especially those pub- 
lished by the Bible societies, which have been more than once 
condemned by the Roman Pontiffs, because in them the wise 
laws of the Church concerning the publication of the sacred 
books are entirely disregarded.” 


« 


FRENCH PROTESTANT PASTORS AT THE FRONT 


There has been much said—and well said—about the valu- 
able services that French priests have rendered to the armies 
of France in the war. It now appears that French Prot- 
estant ministers have also done their share in work along 
similar lines. Two of these are in this country now, and 
are introduced to the American public by the Federal 
Council of the Churches, in words from the President of the 
Council of the Protestant Federation of France, and the Presi- 
dent of the French Protestant Committee, which say : 

The two pastors are Chaplains Monod and Lauga. Chap- 
lain Monod has seen service at the Dardanelles, Saloniki and 
in Albania. He was in the latter country during the Servian 
retreat. Last June he was appointed to a division of troops 
from North Africa. Chaplain Lauga served first as field- 
ambulance attendant in the Eighth Division of Infantry and 
later military chaplain in the 130th Division of Infantry on 
the Verdun front. He has been wounded twice and has been 
awarded the Croix de Guerre. He has served in the Argonne, 
at Hauts-de-Meuse, Woevre, and Chemin des Dames, and, at 


three different times in 1916, was in a conspicuously active 
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sector of Verdun, where he went every day to the first line, 
that he might bring the men moral comfort, not hesitating to 
expose his own life. 


TO A GENEROUS PROTESTANT CHRISTIAN 


In the New York Times of March 17, 1918, ap- 
peared the following paragraph about the “drive” in aid 

of the Knights of Columbus: 

John Smith [name fictitious], 261 Broadway, said 
in his letter to ex-Judge O’Brien: 
“T am sending you a check for $1,000 because I can- 

not evade my responsibility as a Protestant Christian to 

the young Catholic Christians fighting in the vast army 

for God and democracy across the waters.” 

*Dear Sir—I am confident that you, in common with all other 
evangelical Christians who read my letter to you last month, 
with its reproduction of the department-store advertisement of 
various Roman Catholic trinkets, supposed to possess spiritual 
irtues in the hour of death, felt shocked, if not surprised; for 
| infer, from the magnitude of your gift to the Knights of Co- 
lumbus, that you were under the delusion almost universally 
prevalent among evangelical Christians that Roman Catholicism, 
is a religious system, differs from Protestant Churches chiefly 
in respect of questions as to non-essential details of organization 
nd practice. 

I feel sure that you will feel deeply grieved at the thought 
if American Catholic soldiers “going over the top” for the 
protection of ourselves and our homes, putting more or less 
trust—in the face of death itself—in “happy death” crucifixes, 
scapular medals, St. Christopher medals and “pardon cruci- 
fixes,” which “impart a Plenary Indulgence at the moment of 
death.” 

In ordinary times of peace, if anyone had told you that in this 
ountry of an open Bible, public schools and virtually universal 
education (for all who really make up their minds to get it) 
iny considerable number of our fellow citizens attached any real 
alue to such objects, you would have either more or less 
politely expressed doubt of the accuracy of the statement, or 


* This letter was written before the receipt of the letter referred to on 
201, 
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else have said, more or less contemptuously, “Well, I suppose 
if they do believe that sort of thing I suppose it is the sort of 
thing such people believe,” and let it go at that. 


But this is war time, and you—together doubtless with many 
more Protestant Christians—realize that these Catholic men are 
out risking life itself for the defence of our country and its lib- 
erties. Your liberal and laudable gift shows this, but it is safe 
to say that you would never have placed so large a sum of 
money where you did, had you been aware of many of the most 
important features of the religious system in which our Catho- 
lic soldiers have been brought up. 


Now, however, you, and all who think as you thought then, 
have had brought home to you in a manner that allows no 
room for any suggestion of “bigotry” or the odium theologicum 
the doctrine that the salvation of the soul in the hour of death can 
be accomplished by the possession of various articles advertised 
as a commercial proposition in a secular journal by a great de- 
partment store, with the recommendation that they are “depend- 
able merchandise.” 


I assume that you have long ago accepted Christ as your 
personal Saviour, that you have a practical knowledge of what 
“conversion” is (in the evangelical sense), and that you live in 
the daily assurance that you are a child of God, living in com- 
munion with Him from day to day, and feeling assured that 
if your life were cut short by an accident you would have an 
abundant entrance into the City not made with hands, and 


receive from our Lord the greeting, “Well done, good and faith- 
ful servant!” 


It must be evident to you, dear Sir, that no one to whom 
any of these trinkets possess any real significance can possibly 
know the first thing about any such experience as yours; and 
indeed, it is not too much to say that those who do put any trust 
in them must do so as the result of teaching that is dishonoring 
to Jesus Christ, and derogatory to the great Atonement that He 
wrought for all men in all lands on the Cross—once for all. 

Those people must, in the very nature of things, be building 
any hopes of salvation, as you and I understand the word, upon 
a false foundation—as indeed they are; and the fact that cer 
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tain individuals may find their way to God and to His peace 
in spite of the teachings of their Church in no degree lessens 
the importance and responsibility of Protestant Christians to 
put before them the truth of the Gospel as it is in Jesus. 

Since I wrote you last I have been to the Catholic Encyclo- 
pedia for information with regard to some of the “dependable 
merchandise” mentioned above. I think the article on “Scapu- 
lars” on pp. 207-11 will interest you, and here is what I found 
with regard to St. Christopher, whose medal is advertised to 
“protect the traveler.” 

With regard to St. Christopher the Encyclopedia, Vol. III, 
p. 728, starts out with the illuminating remark that “although 
St. Christopher is one of the most popular saints in the East 
and in the West, almost nothing certain is known about his life 
yr death.” We are told that, according to a legend, he was the 
son of a heathen king of Canaan or Arabia, and that when he 
grew to manhood he resolved to serve only the strongest and 
bravest. He bound himself first to a heathen king and then to 
Satan, but forsook the former because he dreaded even the 
name of the devil, and the latter because he was frightened at 
the sight of a cross by the roadside. Later he was baptized by 
| hermit, after instruction in Christianity; he, however, refused 
‘o do any fasting or praying, but willingly accepted the task of 
arrying people, for God’s sake, across a raging stream. - One 
day he was carrying a child, who grew heavier and heavier as 
ie carried him, who, on enquiry, made Himself known as the 
Christ. To prove the statement He told Christopher to fix his 
taff in the ground. The next morning it had become a palm- 
tree, bearing fruit. 

It seems that “his statues were placed at the entrance of 
hurehes and dwellings and frequently at bridges. These statues 

nd his picture often bore the inscription: ‘Whoever shall behold 
he image of St. Christopher shall not faint or fall on that day.’ 
lle is also invoked against lightning, storms, epilepsy, pesti- 
ence, etc.” 

I feel sure, dear Sir, that in your heart you cannot help but 
egard the foregoing as a ridiculous monkish fable, and that 
\ou inwardly pity, more or less, anyone who places any reliance 

na St. Christopher medal as a protection to travelers. 
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Hoping that you live every day in the enjoyment of the con- 
tinual sense of the Divine Companionship and protection as ex- 
pressed in the Twenty-third Psalm (King James Version), 

Yours sincerely, 
Fiecp GLass. 
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